PUBLIC SAFETY
SALES TAX
APRIL 4 MUNICIPAL ELECTION
Working to Improve Public Safety
On April 4, Liberty voters will be asked to consider establishing a sales tax to improve
funding for Police and Fire/EMS staffing levels, safety, recruitment and retention.
As the City of Liberty worked to make it through and out of the recession that hit the
nation in 2008, the Liberty City Council and staff made strategic financial decisions
including maintaining, and in some years rolling back property taxes; freezing staff
salaries city-wide, reducing spending across all departments; freezing hiring for
some vacant positions and more. In the last several years, as the economy has
recovered, the City Council’s continued strategic budgeting has allowed for fleet
and equipment upgrades for both the Liberty Fire and Police departments.
Today, salaries in public safety for both entry-level and seasoned employees are
below those of other Kansas City metro communities, leading to these services
experiencing higher turnover rates and smaller pools of qualified applicants.
Recognizing that Liberty residents expect dependable, quality and effective public
safety services, the Liberty City Council has identified increasing funding for public
safety to help with staffing, recruitment, retention and safety as a priority.
Council members and staff have worked for several years to obtain State
authorization to put a Public Safety Sales Tax on the ballot for Liberty voters to
consider. With the 98th General Assembly 2016 approval of Senate Bill 732 and the
governor’s signing of the bill in August 2016, the City gained that authorization.

The Liberty Fire
Department has 12
total minimum daily
staffing. National
standards call for
17-18 personnel
to respond to a
single family house
fire - including EMS
response.

On January 23, the Liberty City Council unanimously voted to place a ½-cent Public
Safety Sales Tax on the April 4, 2017 ballot.

If approved, how will the City use Public Safety Sales Tax?
• Staffing and safety improvements in 2018.
»» Funding for 4 new police officers
»» Funding for 3 new firefighters/EMS professionals.
• Recruitment of police and firefighter/EMS staff.
»» Provide competitive entry-level compensation to compete with area
agencies in recruiting the best quality candidates.
• Retention of police and Fire/EMS staff.
»» Provide competitive compensation for seasoned police and fire/EMS
personnel in order to retain experienced staff and institutional knowledge.

Liberty Police has
a minimum of four
officers on patrol
per shift.

PUBLIC SAFETY SALES TAX
If approved, when will retailers begin collecting this sales tax?
October 2017.

How can we know the funds will be used as promised?
Revenues from this sales tax would be placed in a dedicated Public Safety Sales
Tax fund. An oversight committee comprised of citizens, a City Council liaison,
City staff and Fire and Police representatives will be established to review the
annual Public Safety Sales Tax budget and expenditures to ensure they adhere to
voter intent.

Who will pay this sales tax?
Everyone that shops in Liberty; both residents and non-residents who rely on
public safety while in Liberty.
This sales tax will not apply to utilities (electric, water and natural gas), gasoline
or prescription drug purchases.

How much revenue will be generated by this sales tax?

It costs $63,500 and
takes about one year
to hire, equip and train
a new police officer
when filling a vacant
position.

If approved, it is estimated that the Public Safety Sales Tax will generate $2.5
million each year.

How will this affect the City’s sales tax rate?
The City’s current base sales tax rate is 2.875%. If this 1/2-cent sales tax is
approved by voters on April 4 our base tax rate will be 3.375%.
The total basic sales tax rate for purchases within the City is 8.1%, which includes
4.225% for state, 0.875% for County and 0.125% for the Kansas City Zoo. If this
1/2-cent sales tax is approved the total sales tax rate will be 8.6%.

What does a 1/2-cent sales tax mean to you?
• It would add 3 cents to the cost of a $6 fast food meal.
• It would add 15 cents to the cost of a $30 pair of pants.
• It would add $2 to the cost of a $400 dishwasher.

What will happen if voters don’t approve this 1/2-cent sales tax?
City of Liberty Police and Fire Department staff will continue to provide the best
services possible with the resources available. Recruitment and retaining police,
fire and paramedics will be increasingly difficult.
More information about the Public Safety Sales Tax is available online at
www.libertymissouri.gov/April4.

BALLOT LANGUAGE:
Shall the City of
Liberty, Missouri,
impose a citywide
sales tax at a rate
of one-half of one
percent for the
purpose of improving
the public safety of the
city?

