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HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW COMMISSION  
Meeting Agenda  
March 18, 2025 

5:30 pm  
at City Hall, Council Chambers 

 
Roll Call 

Paemon Aramjoo, Linda Armstrong, John Carr, Kathy Chelton, Vern Drottz, Aimee 
Gray, Matt Grundy, Brett Rinker, Katie Schmidt  

 
I. Call to Order  

 
II. Approval of Meeting Summary from the March 4, 2025 HDRC meeting  

 
III. Current Business 

 
 HDRC Case #25-003J Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for a 

privacy fence at 418 E Mississippi, Jewell Historic District. 
 

 HDRC Case #25-001LA Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
alterations to the front porch, window replacement, alterations to the garage and 
like in kind repairs at 316 E Franklin, Local Landmark 

 
IV. Other Business 

Administrative Approvals: 
Like in kind Roof Replacement at 459 E Franklin 

 
Miscellaneous matters from the Commission: 
 
Miscellaneous matters from Staff:  

 
 

V. Adjournment 
 
 
 



LIBERTY HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW COMMISSION 
Meeting Summary 

March 4, 2025 
5:30 pm 

3rd Floor Conference Room  
 
 
Roll Call: Paemon Aramjoo, Linda Armstrong, John Carr, Kathy Chelton, Vern Drottz, Aimee 
Gray, Matt Grundy, Brett Rinker, Katie Schmidt 
 

Present: Paemon Aramjoo, Linda Armstrong, John Carr, Kathy Chelton, Vern Drottz, Aimee 
Gray, Matt Grundy, Katie Schmidt 
 

Absent: Brett Rinker 
 

Applicants: Ken Personett, James Moes 
 

Staff Present: Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager  
 

Chairman Grundy called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of Meeting Summary January 7, 2025: A motion to approve the meeting summary as 
corrected was made by Vice Chairman Aramjoo. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Chelton. The motion passed 8-0-0 
 

Current Business 
 
HDRC Case #25-002J Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for removal of the 
existing concrete front steps, building new wood steps and two new wood handrails, railings, 
porch balustrade. Like in kind replacement of two porch columns, the roof and gutters at 448 
E Mississippi, Jewell Historic District. 

 Staff read the staff report and recommended approval with the stipulation that the rise 
meets the building code.  

 Commissioner Gray said the lattice work should be framed out rather than a raw cut and 
that 45 or 90 would be fine. 

 Commissioner Carr said changing the lattice work as proposed would be more historic 
than the existing.  

 The gutters will be case style.  
 
A motion to approve the application as presented was made by Vice Chair Aramjoo with the 
stipulation of the 7 ¾ rise to meet code, case style gutters are used and that they trim out the 
lattice. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Carr. The motion passed 8-0-0.  
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HDRC Case #25-002L Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for alterations to the 
front porch, building a wood raised deck on the front porch over the existing concrete per 
SHPO requirements at 337 N. Water Street, Lightburne Historic District. 

 Commissioner Chelton commented the alterations to the front porch will make it look 
amazing.   

 Mr. Personett clarified that the state said they didn’t care about the material of the 
porch floor, but he will use wood. 

 Commissioner Carr asked what the height of the porch floor.   

 Mr. Personett said they will raise it by 12 inches.  
o They will rap the space below the porch floor with the same facia material. This 

will be a floating deck. 
o There will be some steps from the North and South Side.  
o There will not be a step needed into the home.  
o They are at rough-in stage inside the home.  

 
A motion to approve the application as presented was made by Vice Chair Aramjoo. The motion 
was seconded by Commissioner Chelton. The motion passed 7-0-1. Commissioner Gray 
abstained. 
 

Other Business 
 

Administrative Approvals: 

 432 W Franklin Like in kind replacement of the roof, gutters and downspouts 
 
Miscellaneous matters from the Commission:  

 Vice Chairman Aramjoo reminded the group that the police station expansion will be on 
the next ballot.  
 

Miscellaneous matters from Staff: None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:07 pm. 
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Historic District Review Commission 
 
HDRC Case No. 25-003J 

Staff: Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager 

HDRC Meeting Date: March 4, 2025 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Application:     Certificate of Appropriateness for a 6-foot wood privacy fence in the rear yard and 

the west side yard. 

Applicant:     Benn Garrett 

Location:     418 E Mississippi 

District:      Jewell Historic District 

NRHP Status/category: Contributing  

File Date:     February 24, 2025          

 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

 
SITE HISTORY 
Inspired by a Craftsman movement with its wide porch and its wide overhand, this house type developed in the 
pre-railroad era of the Northeast. An open shed porch supported by paired wooden posts and wooden bracket 
is located at the south or main elevation. A shed dormer with exposed rafters, south slope. Fenestration is 
double hung, sash-type with simple wood surrounds.  Wide eaves with large wooden brackets. There is an 
alley to the east. 
 
PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION 
Construction of a 6-foot-tall cedar wood privacy fence in the rear yard along Lincoln Street and in the west side 
yard. 
 
 
ANALYSIS  

Unified Development Ordinance (“UDO”) - The Unified Development Ordinance outlines design 
principles that have been adopted for all historic districts and landmarks in the City of Liberty. 

 
Design Guidelines (“DG”) - Design Guidelines were established to give the HDRC general guidance in 
making subjective preservation choices in accordance with accepted best practices and the Secretary 
of the Interior standards for historic preservation. 
 

DG: Sec. 30-72. District HP, design principles. Staff Analysis 
11.  UDO Design Principle: Fences and decorative walls should be 

placed and scaled in a manner that does not cover, block, or 
damage significant building facades or elements.  Fences and 
walls should be of a style or period that corresponds with the 
style or period of the building or buildings they serve.  Original 
fences, walls, and sidewalks and those that have acquired 
significance by virtue of age or craftsmanship should not be 
removed or destroyed and should be maintained and preserved.  

Staff feels the proposed 6’ 
privacy fence in the rear yard 
next to the street (that functions 
like alley) is acceptable to 
screen an objectional view.   
 
Staff feels that a 6’ privacy 
fence in the west side year is 

The City of  
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Page 36 of DG: “If not visible from the street, board or privacy 
fences may be considered for back yards when necessary to screen 
an objectionable view” 
and 37 of DG: “Horizontal boards, split rails and solid board or 
privacy fences are not appropriate for the front or side yards” 

not appropriate because it is 
not scaled in a manner so not 
to cover or block significant 
building facades or elements.  
 
Staff does not feel there is an 
objectional view to warrant 
screening with a 6’ privacy 
fence in the west side yard. The 
privacy fence as proposed will 
be visible from Mississippi 
street. 
 

 
PREVIOUS CASES / ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends approval of HDRC Case# 25-003J with the stipulation that the west elevation 
privacy fence be moved north (back) past the existing side entry door and existing shed roof, so not 
to block the architectural features, significant building façades and elements of the home. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

Exhibit A: Vicinity Map 
Exhibit B: Inventory Data Sheet 
Exhibit C: Site Plan  
Exhibit D: Photos of existing conditions (2 pages) 
Exhibit E: Neighbors fences, Narrative & Materials 
 

 
  

Lincoln looking North adjacent to 
 418 E. Mississippi 
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HDRC Case #:  25-003J
418 E Mississippi 

Exhibit A:
Vicinity Map



Exhibit B
Historic Survey
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Exhibit C: Site Plan  
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NE Side of House 
adjacent to Lincoln. 
Looking South 

 

 SE Side of the house 
adjacent to Lincoln 

Exhibit D: 
Existing 
Conditions 

 

Lincoln Looking North 
Objectional View 
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West Elevation Street View 
from Mississippi  



 6

 

West Side Yard.  
Applicants evidence of an 
objectional view 
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 Objectionable views from my perspective: 
 
1. Our alley way is a high traffic route. Since living here, the foot traffic throughout day and night is 
pretty noticeable. I attribute this to the alley directly leading to the liquor store on Mill St. I often hav
e beer bottles thrown in my yard from people walking by. The alley looks directly into my backyard 
(objectionable view) and most importantly our backdoor where my kids play. For this reason I want 
a privacy fence so people can't see my children or items in my yard. 
 

2. We have numerous people walk dogs through the alley way. Notably, there is a pitbull that walks    
daily, and I have seen him chase after people when he gets over excited. As you can imagine, I 
want a barrier to protect my children and I don't want them to be able to reach their hands through      
that barrier. I also want the fence to be high enough that a dog can't jump over. 
 
Fence Height: 
1. The fence line that will be adjacent to the alley way is 8ft from the road and has large bushes 
(around 7 ft in diameter) that are approximately 10 to 12 feet tall, so they provide coverage to block 
the fence from being seen from the road. 
 
Fence Approval: 
1. The photos provided of my neighbors fence show a 6 ft privacy fence that runs along the same 
alley way as mine. This fence was approved by in 2016. The COA was signed for approval by 
Jonna Wensel: Case No. 16-004J 
 
Let me know your thoughts and next steps. Thanks! 
 

 

Neighbors Privacy Fences  

6’ Cedar Dog Ear Picket proposed 
material for fence.  

Exhibit E: Neighbors 
fences, Narrative & 
Materials 

 
Lincoln Looking South 
Neighbors Privacy Fence 
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Historic District Review Commission 
 
HDRC Case No. 25-001LA 

Staff: Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager 

HDRC Meeting Date: March 18, 2025 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
Application:      

Certificate of Appropriateness for renovations after the fire. Replacement of seven missing windows 
with wood windows to fit the original openings. Like in kind repairs to all remaining windows. Like in-
kind repairs the brick including tuckpointing and replacement at needed. Construct a new second 
floor porch railing. Alterations to the non-historic garage. Add gravel to both driveways. Like in-kind 
repairs to drive approaches and sidewalks as needed.  
Applicant:     Ken Personett 

Location:     316 E Franklin 

District:      Landmark 

NRHP Status/category: Landmark 

File Date:      March 7, 2025            
 
SPECIFIC INFORMATION 

SITE HISTORY 
This local landmark was built in 1859 and was the home of Michael Arthur, a local slave trader. Arthur 
was President of the Pro-Slavery Aid Association and organized the Liberty Insurance Company. The 
home is significant in Criterion 1 for its character and value as part of the development and heritage 
of Liberty. It was thought to be a hospital and officers’ quarters during the Civil War. It meets Criterion 
3 for its association with Mr. Arthur, an early Clay County settler and business man. The home meets 
Criterion 4 for embodying characteristics of the early Italianate style. The house retains enough 
integrity in setting, feeling, design and association to make it suitable for restoration, thus meeting 
Criterion 10.  
There was a fire in the second-floor apartment on October 23, 2024. 
PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION 

 Windows & Doors: Like in kind repair and replacement as needed. Where frames exist but no 
sash, custom wood sashes will be made to match existing. Seven windows are missing due to 
the fire. Most are 6/6 but some are 2/2. Where windows are missing entirely, the new windows 
will be Andersen 400 E-Series wood double hung windows to match the original. See exhibit 
G. New storm windows (blind stop) will be installed where missing. See Exhibit G. 

 Doors: The existing on the home doors will remain. The garage door will be replaced with a 
Delden Vintage Collection steel door to match the existing size and style. See Exhibit G. 

 Front Porch: Construct a new wood railing system on the second-floor porch as shown in 
Exhibit E. Posts will be spaced at 8’ on center. The style of railing is similar to the railing at 462 
E. Kansas. An older photo shows the shadow of a second-floor porch newel post. Both levels 
of the porch are constructed of wood and are in good condition. Decking on the upper level is a 

The City of  
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rolled asphalt roofing material and the front façade is composed of asphalt shingles. Roofing is 
a combination of asphalt shingles on the sloped portions and a rolled roofing product on the 
flatter sections. Replace the composite asphalt with TPO. See detail in Exhibit G.   

 Brick: Like in-kind repairs, tuckpointing and replacement as needed.  

 Garage: The existing single car detached garage will have new lap LP SmartSiding and trim, 
cedar texture. Install a new garage door and replace the existing shingles with composite 
shingles. Remove the existing window.  

 Driveways: There are two driveways, each on the West and North elevations of the home. 
Both are gravel and dirt with concrete drive approaches at the street. New gravel will be laid. A 
new concrete driveway will be poured on the north, with a private sidewalk connecting to the 
house. Replace any damage to public sidewalk and drive approach, like in kind. See Exhibit F 
for the site plan. 

 
ANALYSIS  

Unified Development Ordinance (“UDO”) - The Unified Development Ordinance outlines 
design principles that have been adopted for all historic districts and landmarks in the City of 
Liberty. 

Design Guidelines (“DG”) - Design Guidelines were established to give the HDRC general 
guidance in making subjective preservation choices in accordance with accepted best 
practices and the Secretary of the Interior standards for historic preservation. 
 
DG: Sec. 30-72. District HP, design principles. Staff Analysis 
 2. UDO Design Principle: Alterations shall restore a 
structure’s original elements, materials and appearance, if 
economically or physically feasible. Alterations affecting the 
exterior of a structure shall preserve all significant original 
exterior elements, including building materials, doors windows 
and decorative elements.  Elements that are not original, but 
which have acquired significance by virtue of age or 
craftsmanship, shall also be preserved. Alterations that 
disguise or sheath original elements and materials will not be 
permitted.  
 
7. Doors and windows: Original doors and windows shall not 
be replaced unless there is substantial evidence that they are 
no longer serviceable or cannot be restored.  Restoration of 
original entryways that may have been covered, altered, or 
removed over time is encouraged.  Replacement doors and 
windows that imitate an earlier inappropriate style are 
discouraged.  In general, existing openings shall not be 
covered or relocated.  If additional entryways or service doors 
become necessary, they shall be located and designed in a 
sensitive manner.  If it is necessary to expand original 
openings, it shall be accomplished in a manner that respects 
and complements the surrounding building elements, 
materials, and colors.   
 

The proposed alterations to the 
home and the existing garage are 
appropriate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Replacement of the windows that 
are beyond repair or are missing 
with wood windows to fit the 
original opening is appropriate. 
The new storm windows, blind 
stop, are appropriate.  
The new garage door is 
appropriate. 
The existing doors on the home 
are in good condition and will 
remain. 
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8. Porches: Porches, porticos, stoops, entryways, loading 
docks, decks, and exterior stairways shall be of a scale, 
design, material, and color that complement the existing 
façade and its individual elements.   

 
12. Walkways, Driveways & Parking Areas: Parking lots, 
driveways and other spaces between and around buildings 
shall be designed and maintained in a manner that does not 
detract from neighboring buildings and facades. The creation 
of new parking lots, driveways and parking pads shall be done 
in a way to minimize their appearance and to complement the 
buildings they serve and the surrounding neighborhood. 
Recommended on page 41 of the Design Guidelines: 
Consider installing drive ribbons of concrete or brick, rather 
than re-paving a gravel or concrete driveway. 
 
 

There is photo graphic evidence 
that there was a railing on the 
second-floor porch. The proposed 
railing is appropriate.  
 
Alterations to the two existing 
driveways as proposed are 
appropriate.  

 
PREVIOUS CASES / ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

The application meets the standards for review and guidelines; therefor staff recommends approval of 
HDRC case # 25-001LA 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 

 
1. Exhibit A: Vicinity Map 
2. Exhibit B: Inventory Data Sheet 
3. Exhibit C: Narrative from Applicant 
4. Exhibit D: Existing Conditions (2 Pages) 
5. Exhibit E: Drawings- Porch Detail (2 Pages) 
6. Exhibit F: Site Plan – Driveways (2 Pages) 
7. Exhibit G: Manufacturers Information/Materials – Windows, Garage Door and Siding  
 
 
 

Historic Photo with Newell Post Shadow 
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HDRC Case #25-001LA

316 E Franklin 
EXHIBIT A:

VICINITY MAP



Exhibit B





The brick exterior is in fair condition with some settling and loose/missing mortar. There is 
evidence of previous repairs as well as paint being applied. There are areas where bricks are 
missing due to a fire on the west side of the second floor. Both levels of the front porch are 
constructed of wood in good condition. Decking on the upper level is a rolled asphalt roofing 
material and the front facade is composed of asphalt shingles. Roofing is a combination of 
asphalt shingles on the sloped portions and a rolled roofing product on the flatter sections.

The brick will require some stabilization, tuck pointing, and replacement where it is missing due to 
a fire on the west side of the second floor. Due to previous repairs and partial painting, I propose 
to paint the entire structure white after all the repairs are made. Replace the composite asphalt 
with new and the rolled asphalt with TPO

Wood windows, mostly 6 over 6 with some 2 over 2. Due to the fire, there are seven that are 
missing. There are a few storm windows. None of the 4 exterior doors appear to be original but are 
in good condition. 

Repair existing windows by replacing any broken panes, reglaze as required, repair casings and 
paint. Where frames exist but no sash, custom wood sashes will be made to match existing. 
Where windows are missing entirely, I will install Anderson 400 wood windows to match original 
(2/2 in front, 6/6 side & rear). Install new storm windows where missing (blind stop). 

The single car detached garage is a non-contributing structure. The siding, trim, door and roofing 
are in poor condition.

Install new lap siding & trim (LP SmartSiding, cedar texture). Install new garage door, same size & 
similar in style to existing. Tear off existing and install new composite shingles. Remove the 
window.

Gravel and dirt driveways on both west and north sides with concrete drive approaches at the 
street. Concrete public sidewalks.

Pour new concrete driveway on the north with private sidewalk connecting to the house.  Add 
gravel to existing to the west side driveway. Tear out and replace any damage to public sidewalk & 
ROW drive approach.

An older photograph, prior to when the brick was painted, shows thew shadow of a second-floor 
porch newel post, evidence of a railing system. The porch is accessible to people traffic and a 
railing system is needed for safety. Picture is for shadow of newel post only.

Construct a railing system as shown in the drawing and depicted in pictures of a similar house in 
both style and age located nearby.

Exhibit C
Narrative
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Exhibit D: 
Existing Conditions 
Page 1of 2 
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Front Bedroom Windows Existing Conditions    Kitchen Window 
 

  
Living Room   Rear Bedroom Window 
 

 
Rear Foyer 

Exhibit D: 
Existing Conditions 
of Windows  
Pg 2 of 2 
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Exhibit E: Drawing 
Porch Details 
Pg 1 of 2 
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Exhibit E: 
Example Porch 
Railing Pg. 2 of 2 
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Exhibit F: 
Site Plan  
Page 1 of 2 



Exhibit F:
Site Plan 
Page 2 of 2 
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Exhibit G: 
Materials 
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