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REVIEW COMMISSION
Regular Meeting

October 3, 2023
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2"d Floor of City Hall




HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW COMMISSION
Revised Meeting Agenda
October 3, 2023
5:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers

Roll Call

VI.

Paemon Aramjoo, Linda Armstrong, John Carr, Kathy Chelton, Vern Drottz, Aimee
Gray, Matt Grundy, Brett Rinker, Katie Schmidt

Call to Order
Approval of Meeting Summary: September 5, 2023
Current Business

HDRC Case#23-006 PH Consideration of replacement of the front yard retaining
wall at 14 Moss Ave.

HDRC Case#23-008PH Consideration of like in kind replacement of the front
porch at 36 Moss Ave, a 353 project.

Other Business

Administrative Approvals since the September 5, 2023 meeting:
511 W Franklin - Removal of non-historic siding & like in kind repair of
wood rot.

Other Business

Miscellaneous matters from the Commission:

Miscellaneous matters from Staff: Please send me trainings you've attended and

your resume or statement of interest by Oct. 15 for the CLG Annual Report

Adjournment



LIBERTY HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW COMMISSION
Meeting Summary
September 5, 2023
5:30 pm
City Council Chambers

Roll Call: Paemon Aramjoo, Linda Armstrong, John Carr, Kathy Chelton, Vern Drottz, Aimee
Gray, Matt Grundy, Brett Rinker, Katie Schmidt

Present: Matt Grundy, Paemon Aramjoo, Linda Armstrong, John Carr, Kathy Chelton, Aimee
Gray, Brett Rinker, Katie Schmidt

Absent: Vern Drottz

Applicants: Tom Draper, Steve Mierowsky

Staff Present: Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager

Chairman Grundy called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Approval of Meeting Summary: July 18, 2023 HDRC Meeting Summary

A motion was made by Commissioner Aramjoo to approve the meeting summary as corrected
and was seconded by Commissioner Gray. The motion passed 8-0-0.

Current Business

HDRC Case#23-005LS Consideration of like in kind repairs and replacement at 16 E.
Franklin, and 108 & 110 N. Water, Liberty Square Historic District, a 353 Project.

¢ Mr. Mierowsky said the building is very well built, but some maintenance is needed. The
original ballroom upstairs that was used for events, was separated into offices. He said it
was a soft brick originally and that’s the reason it's deteriorated. All repairs will be like in
kind.

A motion was made by Vice Chairman Carr to approve the application because it meets the
standards and guidelines. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gray. The motion
passed 8-0-0.

HDRC Case#23-012J Consideration of deck expansion and concrete driveway at 460 E.
Mill St., Jewell Historic District, a 353 Project

¢ Commissioner Rinker asked about lattice and if we have a finishing recommendation on
framing it, as we have with past applications.

o Commissioner Gray suggested they picture frame the lattice, she would recommend that
for every lattice application.



Vice Chairman Carr clarified that framing the lattice with 1x3 or 1x4 will help with the
aesthetics, but the deck is not visible from the street or the alley.

Commissioner Gray said she thinks it is a better standard for highly visible porches. She
added that with the grade slipping away, it might look awkward. It is not a requirement
from the commission to add the lattice and trim it out.

Commissioner Gray added it does help to stabilize it.

A motion was made by Commissioner Rinker to approve the application because it meets the
standards for review and the guidelines. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Chelton.
The motion passed 8-0-0.

Other Business

Administrative Approvals since the July 18, 2023 meeting:

334 W Kansas Like in kind repairs to soffit and roof
218 W Kansas Like in kind repairs to exterior
511 W Franklin picket fence in rear and side yard

Miscellaneous Matters from the Commission:

462 E Kansas — Vice Chairman Carr commented that there are K Style gutters on the
back of the home. He thought that HDRC approved rebuilding the built-in gutters. Also,
the application said ¥ round gutters would be used where there were no built in gutters.
Commissioner Gray asked if there are other instances where K Style gutters were
approved.

Vice Chairman Carr said there are projects where they are appropriate, but we need to
make sure that what was approved was what was installed.

Chairman Grundy added that with the tax abatement on this project, it is important.
Commissioner Armstrong agreed that we want to make sure that what is done is what
was approved is done, adding that we are more interested in if was done appropriately.
Vice Chairman Carr added that there are some temporary doors where there is brick
molding on the door frames. There should be proper framework and trim. They are on
the east and west elevations.

The Commission agreed that sometimes we just need to have staff ask the applicant for
clarification as to why there was a change.

Chairman Grundy commented that we want to make sure that he doesn’t get hung up on
the other end of the 353 Tax Abatement process. He added that he doesn’t want the
applicant to come back to the Commission just for the change of the type of gutters.
Commissioner Rinker commented that we probably should confirm that the doors are
temporary.

Commissioner Gray asked that staff ask him for a list of any modifications for the record.
Commissioner Armstrong said when there is a project that has so many parts, maybe
staff should do a walkaround and make sure that what was done is what was approved.
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She added that some time has passed and it's hard to keep track of a project that is that
large. Maybe we consider an exit interview. It doesn’t have to be every project and
looking into every detail.

o Commissioner Gray added that it could be an opportunity for them to give feedback.

¢ Commissioner Armstrong said that we don’t want the applicant to feel nitpicked, we want
to make sure it's done right.

o Staff will contact Mr. Personett and ask for a summary of any changes that may have
been made that are different from what was approved in the application.

Miscellaneous Matters from Staff:

e Ms. Thill said that new rotating sculptures will be installed in the downtown area over the
next few weeks.

The meeting adjourned at 6:13 pm.
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Historic District Review Commission

The City of
HDRC Case No. 23-006 PH

Staff: Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager
HDRC Meeting Date: October 3, 2023

GENERAL INFORMATION

Application: Certificate of Appropriateness to remove the crumbling existing stone retaining wall
in front yard and replace it with stone to match the neighbors

Applicant: Suzanne Goertz

Location: 14 Moss Avenue

District: Prospect Heights Historic District
NRHP Status/category:  Contributing

File Date: September 22, 2023

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

SITE HISTORY

This vernacular bungalow was built in 1911 and features wide overhanging eaves, a full width front porch with
gabled roof and cornice returns. Brick columns support the porch roof on the corners, with square supports at
the entry. The windows are one-over-one. The siding and trim are metal.

PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION

The applicant proposes to remove the existing stone retaining wall in the front yard, due to crumbling. The
walls are located in the front yard near the sidewalk, spanning the length of the property. The new stone wall
will be set one foot back from the sidewalk, as required. The new walls will be constructed with Bethany Ledge
Versa Lock stone wall, and will match and connect to the stone wall recently approved next door at 36 Moss
Ave., to the south.

The retaining walls total approx.140 linear feet and will be 2.5’ at the highest point including the top cap and
buried block. Top caps will be cut and installed and glued. Drain pipe and geogrid will be used as required.
Setback: The new walls are required to be setback 1 ft from the sidewalk, so they are not in the right of way.
Material: Vera Lok Weathered Standards, see Exhibit C

ANALYSIS

Unified Development Ordinance (“UDQ") - The Unified Development Ordinance outlines design
principles that have been adopted for all historic districts and landmarks in the City of Liberty.

Design Guidelines (“*DG") - Design Guidelines were established to give the HDRC general guidance in
making subjective preservation choices in accordance with accepted best practices and the Secretary
of the Interior standards for historic preservation.




DG: Sec. 30-72. District HP, design principles. Staff Analysis

11. Walls & Fences: Fences and decorative walls should be Replacement of the existing
placed and scaled in a manner that does not cover, block or wall with a new stone wall is
damage significant building facades or elements. Fences and appropriate.

walls should be of a style or period that corresponds with the style
or period of the building or buildings they serve. Original fences,
walls and sidewalks and those that have acquired significance by
virtue, age or craftsmanship should not be removed or destroyed
and should be maintained and preserved.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
The application meets the standards for review and guidelines; therefore staff recommends approval of HDRC
case #23-006PH.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Exhibit A: Vicinity Map
2. Exhibit B: Inventory Data Sheet
3. Exhibit C: Existing Conditions & proposed stone
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Sketch map of location Site No. H-1%9a

Section I Township SIN Range 31V

Indicate the chief topographical features, such as streams and elevations. Also indicate houses and roads. Indicate the site |ocation by
enclosing the site area with dotted line. Note scale of map and portion of section included in sketch map. Include drawings, photographs, etc.
on additional pages.

Indicate part of
section included in
sketch map.

Notes:

\

THIS IS PROBABLY THE ONE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THIS DATA FORM!

Please Attach a copy of a topographic map with the site marked on it.




Existing Conditions:

Exhibit C:
Existing Conditions &
Proposed Materials




Historic District Review Commission

The City of
HDRC Case No. 23-008PH

Staff: Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager
HDRC Meeting Date: October 3, 2023

GENERAL INFORMATION

Application: Certificate of Appropriateness for like in kind replacement of front porch
concrete. A 353 project

Applicant: Reed & Abbey Oshel

Location: 36 Moss Ave.

District: Prospect Heights Historic District

NRHP Status/category: Contributing

File Date: September 22, 2023

SPECIFIC INFORMATION

SITE HISTORY

Built in 1912 this large Prairie style was home to the Sigma Nu Fraternity. It is currently a single-
family residence. The home has wide, overhanging eaves, a wrap-around front porch, massive brick
columns with stone bases and brick rails. The windows are paired, 4/1. The eaves have flat
brackets. There are two fireplaces with flared masonry caps. A two-story bay is on the left, and a
hipped roof, two-story extension on the right. There are two clap board additions; a one-story to the
rear and a two story to the left. The entry door has been replaced. Above the entry door are two
small bracketed windows with plastered surrounds. There are two shed-roof dormers in front. In
2017 a 960 square foot three car garage was constructed at the NW corner of the lot.

PROPOSAL DESCRIPTION
Like in kind replacement of the front porch. Material: Concrete

ANALYSIS

Unified Development Ordinance (*UDQ”) - The Unified Development Ordinance outlines
design principles that have been adopted for all historic districts and landmarks in the City of
Liberty.

Design Guidelines (“*DG”) - Design Guidelines were established to give the HDRC general
guidance in making subjective preservation choices in accordance with accepted best
practices and the Secretary of the Interior standards for historic preservation.




DG: Sec. 30-72. District HP, design principles. Staff Analysis

8. Porches & Decks: Porches, porticos, stoops, Like in kind replacement of the front porch is
entryways, loading docks, decks, and exterior appropriate.

stairways shall be of a scale, design, material, and
color that complement the existing fagade and its
individual elements.

PREVIOUS CASES / ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

HDRC Case 15-002PH: COA for fence

HDRC Case 16-001PH (Part A): COA for replacement of the roof

HDRC Case 17-002PH: COA for Construction of a new three car garage
HDRC Case 22-006PH COA for Construction of two side yard retaining walls

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

The application meets the standards for review and guidelines therefore, staff recommends approval
of HDRC case 23-008PH.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Exhibit A: Vicinity Map
2. Exhibit B: Inventory Data Sheet

3. Exhibit C: Existing Conditions & Description of scope of work
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Sketch map of location Site No. H-20a

51N Range __ 31W

Section I Township

Indicate the chief topographical features, such as streams and elevations. Also indicate houses and roads. Indicate the site location by
enclosing the site area with dotted line. Note scale of map and portion of section included in sketch map. Include drawings, photographs, etc.
on additional pages.

Indicate part of
section included in
sketch map.
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Notes: 42. (cont.) a one-story to the rear and a two-story to the left. The
entry door has been replaces. Above the entry door are two small bracketed windows
with pilastered surrounds. There are two shed-roof dormers in front.

THIS IS PROBABLY THE ONE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THIS DATA FORM!

Please Attach a copy of a topographic map with the site marked on it.
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Existing Conditions &
Description of scope
of work.
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