LIBERTY HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW COMMISSION
Meeting Summary
September 15, 2020
Zoom Video Conference & 3rd Floor Conference Room
4:00 pm

Present via Video Conference: Dail Hobbs, Clay Lozier, Brett Rinker

Present at City Hall: John Carr and Vern Drottz

Absent: Kelley Wrenn-Pozel, Mike Gilmore, Matt Grundy

Applicants Present:  Paul Victor, Ready to Show, representing 319 N.  Water and the applicant for 416 E Kansas, Brandon McDaniel 

Staff Present: Jeanine Thill- Community Development Manager and Claire Rodgers- Public Relations

Vice Chairman Carr called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.

Approval of Meeting Summary:						August 18, 2020

A motion was made by Commissioner Lozier to approve the meeting summary as revised. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Drottz.  The motion passed.

HDRC Case #20-008L Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for replacement of the back porch steps and railings at 319 N. Water, Lightburne Historic District

The applicant and contractor are available for questions or comments. Commissioner Rinker commented that the application is pretty straight forward. Vice Chairman Carr asked Mr. Victor if a new post will be put in on the rear porch.  Mr. Victor said yes, that they will pour a concrete pier and replace the post.  
A motion was made by Commissioner Lozier to approve the application as submitted, the motion was seconded by Commissioner Drottz. The motion was approved 4-0-1.  Commissioner Hobbs abstained. 

HDRC Case #20-011J Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for concrete drive and parking pad, removal of non-historic materials from the foundation and adding brick to the front steps and porch at 416 E Kansas, Jewell Historic District, a 353 Tax Abatement Project

Vice Chairman Carr asked about the thickness of the proposed brick, Mr. McDaniel said it is half inch. Carr commented that the thickness of the brick veneer could impede the operation of the front door. Mr. McDaniel said they have slid a piece under the door to make sure it would still open.  Commissioner Drottz asked about a sealant for the bricks and added that Ryan Building Material in KCK has a very good brick sealer that is a penetrating sealer, ideal for historic soft brick.  There is also one called “Professional” that is good. Commissioner Drottz said a good sealer is very important.  The applicant asked for Carr to send him the product information that is suggested.  The applicant clarified that he wants to remove the stucco from the foundation brick, he will acid wash it and repoint it. Commissioner Rinker asked if we recommend the acid washing the brick. Commissioner Drottz said that in the past he has used an acid wash that was diluted quite a bit, adding that the mortar is soft, lime based mortar. The applicant said that they will wash the brick and brush it before applying the sealant.  Commissioner Drottz recommended that they dig down a bit to get to the bricks below ground level. He added that there is a wider softer mortar available and the applicant should mention this to the Ryan Building and tell them that he needs a historic soft mortar. This should only be used on the existing soft brick, not on the new brick on the porch or steps.
A motion was made by Commissioner Drottz to approve the application because it meets the design guidelines and standards.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rinker. The motion passed 5-0-0.

Other Business
Design Guideline Changes - Staff said any proposed changes to the Design Guidelines should be noted and will be discussed in more detail after the Preservation Plan is done and after the nuisance homes project isn’t taking up a lot of staff time. 
Sculptures- Staff showed the images of the two new sculptures being installed downtown.  Both will be installed in the next few weeks. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nuisance Homes Update- Staff showed images of the existing conditions of the nuisance homes. Several court citations have been issued. 
Administrative Approvals since the August 18, 2020 meeting: 
2 E Franklin – Like in-kind repairs to the exterior walls
Miscellaneous matters from the Commission:  Commissioner Rinker commented that it was nice to see the progress on the nuisance homes. Commissioner Drottz commented that the sculptures are beautiful and the new pieces being installed are the best he has seen. 
The meeting adjourned at 4:29 pm. 
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