LIBERTY HISTORIC DISTRICT REVIEW COMMISSION
Meeting Summary
Council Chambers, City Hall
March 3, 2020
5:30 p.m.

John Carr, Vern Drottz, Matt Grundy, Dail Hobbs, Clay Lozier, Kelley Wrenn Pozel and Doug Wilson were present.

Mike Gilmore and Brett Rinker were absent.

Applicant: Denise Seley, Owner 444 W Franklin. A3G Architecture: Aimee Gray and Melanie Torres

Jeanine Thill, Community Development Manager, represented staff. 

Chairman Grundy called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.


1. Approval of Meeting Summary:					February 18, 2020

Motion by Vice Chairman Carr to approve the February 18, 2020 meeting summary. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wilson. The motion passed 3-4-0. (Commissioners Hobbs, Drottz, Lozier, and Pozel were absent at the 2/18/20 meeting).

I. HDRC Case # HDRC Case #20-003D Consideration of a Certificate of Appropriateness for a rear addition at 444 W. Franklin, Dougherty Historic District. A 353 Tax Abatement Project
Ms. Gray said she has a revised roofline plan for the Commission to consider. They are proposing to come in just under the existing eave; the proposed new roofline on the addition would cut through the bottom half of the kitchen window. The top portion of that window would remain, and the top half would not be operable. The aerial exhibit in the packet does not reflect this change. The new drawing shows the roof line under the top sash. The roof pitch would not be the same. Chairman Grundy said he doesn’t have a problem with what is being proposed since it is on the back of the house. Vice Chairman Carr commented that with this design there could be a water issue with the kitchen window, given the proposed proximity of the roof and the upper sash. He likes that they are saving the upper sash. It is a great repurpose of the window to relocate the bottom sash to the new addition. Commissioner Drottz asked if they could lower the pitch so natural light comes through to the kitchen and perhaps encapsulate it. Ms. Gray said that they would have to change the pitch of the roof. They can discuss that option with Shane Seley, the homeowner, who could not be here tonight. Vice Chairman Carr said he is comfortable with the modifications proposed. 

The retaining wall that is proposed in the back of the property will not be visible from the street and will vary from 2-4 feet in height. They are proposing a stacked, split-faced CMU. Staff recommended matching the existing limestone wall. Ms. Gray commented that there is an original wall across the street that is cast concrete. Vice Chairman Carr commented that the look is subjective. Chairman Grundy said he doesn’t have a problem with the wall as proposed. Since it is secondary and not visible from the street view, Commissioner Drottz said he is comfortable with it.

Vice Chairman Carr made a motion to accept the application as presented with the new elevation drawing for the back because it meets the design guideline and UDO. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Hobbs. The motion passed 7-0-0.

II. Other Business
	
Administrative Approvals since the February 18, 2020 meeting: 
· 14 N Main In-kind repairs to façade – Clay County Historical Museum

Miscellaneous matters from the Commission:
· Vice Chairman Carr asked if the lawsuit was settled on the vacant lot at Kansas and Water. No one had any updates.
· Vice Chairman Carr commented that the front porch that we approved at 108 Dorsey Street looks really good. 
· Vice Chairman Carr reported that he and staff looked at possible window replacement at 12 N. Main. The windows are not original, the building owner is considering Marvin Windows and they have designed a new storefront. This is a possible a 353 project. 
· 538 Mill appears to have a load of lumber in the front yard. Staff will check into this. 
· 20 E. Franklin – The bricks are spalling, and pieces have fallen on the sidewalk on the SE Corner of the building. It needs to be waterproofed. With it spalling it may be exposing the interior. Commissioner Wilson will speak to the property owner. 

Miscellaneous matters from Staff:
· New retaining wall at 416 W. Kansas - The homeowner dropped off a new drawing today, they are proposing to stair step the wall to make it look better with the slope of the sidewalk and landscape. Staff shared the drawing with the Commission. Commissioner Wilson commented that he thinks the stair stepping will make it look better. Commissioner Hobbs commented that the proposed new dimensions are not that significant of a change from the existing. He added that because of the slope and the fact that the east side of the wall is longer than the west side, it will likely be difficult for the homeowner to feel comfortable with the visual appeal, adding that if they plant English Ivy it will help. The Commission agreed that stair stepping the wall visually appealing. 
· Ms. Thill reminded the Commission that Heritage Consultants will be on site the week of March 23 for public meetings, including focus groups. She will be asking for help from the Commission to recruit people to participate in the focus groups.  Staff will send out more details. The meeting with the consultants, HDRC, and the Advisory Committee will be on Thursday March 26 at 9:00 a.m.
· The owner of 225 N. Lightburne indicated he plans to have the window sashes rebuilt. Staff will issue an administrative COA if it is done in-kind. 
· Ms. Thill reported that the owner of the house at Kansas and Jewell came by the office today. They plan to work on the house in the next few months. The Commission commented that there are people that are interested in buying the house.

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
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